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GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS — HUAWEI 

27. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Premier: 
I preface my question by saying that the Premier has been provided with a copy of the briefing note that I will 
refer to. I refer to the briefing note from the Office of State Security and Emergency Coordination, titled “Memo to 
the Premier. Public Transport Authority’s Radio Systems Replacement Project”, which, according to FOI, the 
Premier received on 2 July last year prior to Huawei being awarded the contract. 

(1) Can the Premier confirm the briefing note highlights security risks about the automatic train control system? 

(2) Has the Premier seen this briefing note; and, if so, on what date? 

(3) If the Premier has not seen this briefing note, on what date was he verbally briefed on the contents of this 
briefing note and by whom? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
(1)–(3) I have seen the briefing note. The opposition very kindly sent it to my office just before question time; 

so, yes, it is in my hand. As I perused it I found one of the quotes that the opposition conveniently did not 
provide to the media when it was distributing the document. I want to read that out because my friend the 
member for Hillarys probably has not read it. The briefing note, “Memo to the Premier” says — 

• In May 2018, following publicised concern over the procurement process, the Minister for 
Transport requested that DPC write to … Home Affairs, inviting it to raise any residual 
concerns it may have. 

• In its response … Home Affairs advised that it had not identified any issues that would 
prevent the Project from proceeding. 

I mean, honestly? Do you want me to read it to you again so you get it? That is what the note says. 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: No. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I will read it again. Listen carefully. It says this — 

• In May 2018, following publicised concern over the procurement process, the Minister for 
Transport requested that DPC write to … Home Affairs, inviting it to raise any residual 
concerns it may have. 

• In its response … Home Affairs advised that it had not identified any issues that would 
prevent the Project from proceeding. 

Then you talk about automatic train control. The contract is not for automatic train control. I do not know if the 
member gets it. There are two things: radio system replacement project—that is what it is for. It is not for automatic 
train control. I explained that to the member yesterday and I see him nodding but I just do not think it is going in! 
In terms of dates or whatever—on which date I read an alleged briefing note—I note that the version the member 
has given to me was not signed by me, so I cannot answer that question. 
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